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                            Risk Assessment 
This risk assessment must be completed where the exchange of photographs and/or supervised viewing of photographs is being considered as part of the information exchange through the post-box service.
When children are placed for adoption, it is usual for there to be an exchange of information between the adoptive family, the birth family or special guardians via a third party.  Photographs are often included in this exchange; photographs can help birth family members to move on and gives children a real sense of their birth relatives in the present which they may find reassuring.  However, in a small number of situations this may need to be assessed.  The following questions are designed to help the social worker make a risk assessment where the exchange of photographs and/or supervised viewing of photographs is being considered.  This is not an exhaustive list and additional questions can be added based on the circumstances in each case.

The responses need to be analysed by balancing the positives and negatives.  Remember that some issues will be more significant than others.  

Name of child to be placed (separate form for each child) [Insert Name]
Name and relationship of birth family member (answer each question in relation to them as an individual, use a separate sheet for each person) 





  






         
[Insert Information…………………………………………...]
	
	Evidence



	Are they in support of the plan for adoption?


	

	Is there evidence that they have co-operated with professionals?


	

	Is there any evidence that they have caused concerns for their current carers i.e. threats?

	

	Have they ever expressed the view that they will try to trace the child once placed for adoption?


	

	Have they ever been accused or convicted of offences against children?


	

	Do they mix with people who have been accused of or have been convicted of offences against children?
	

	Do you think they will share any photos with others? If so, who?


	

	Are they in prison? What are the implications of this?
	

	Is the child going to be placed geographically close to the birth family?


	

	Is the child very recognisable or has distinguishing features?
	

	Do they already participate in an information exchange for another child/ren?  If so, is it appropriate?
	

	Is there any other family member who is going to have “post box” with photos who may share them with this person?
	

	Do they have computer skills?
	

	Do they have a Facebook or other social networking account?
	

	If they have met the prospective adopters, was this positive?
	

	Is there any evidence of previous misuse or inappropriate use of photographs?
	

	Could they be unduly distressed, or their mental health affected by receiving photos?
	

	Are there any other issues to be concerned about, e.g., violence, intimidation/threat?
	

	What is the child’s view (if available)?
	

	What is the view of the prospective adoptive parent(s) (if available)?
	

	Other 


	


Analysis/Conclusion:
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Recommendation:
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Signed: [Insert Name]
Name and position: [Insert Information]    Date: [Insert date]
This form is based on a draft agreement written by Berkshire Adoption Advisory Service and SEPAN (South East Post Adoption Network) Contact Group.  Published in Fursland. E (2010) Social networking and contact, BAAF, London.
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